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Maryland allows individuals and licensed butcherpiocess venison for hunters and/or donationdd-fo
donation programs. Following is a list of guideBrtbat processors should follow when accepting fteer
processing.

e Processors should remember that some venison domabgrams require donated meat to be
processed at State-inspected facilities. Inspec&qnirements can be obtained by contacting the
MD. Dept. of Health and Mental Hygiene - Divisiohfpod Control at 410-767-8400.

e Processors should adhere to practices that ensunelasome, safe product is processed and
packaged for donation or for the hunter.

e Processors can only handle or accept legally-aedueer. All deer must be accompanied by a
confirmation number. If in doubt, do not accept deer.

e Legally-acquired venison may be mixed with meatrfrather domestic meat products to produce
sausage or other multi-ingredient venison products.

e Processors should maintain a log of all deer aeckfarr processing.

e The processor log should include:
0 Hunter's name, address, and confirmation number;
0 Type of cut requested (basic, custom, ground-aiby);,
o Type and quantity of any sausage or multi-ingredieaducts;
0 Any donations accepted from the hunter and quantity

e Processors should remember that the estimatedeadihison weight of the deer should nearly equal
the estimated weight of the processed venisonmetito the hunter (allowing for ingredients
incorporated into multi-ingredient products if appble).

e Processors are reminded that they may not sellweitdson in Maryland. Processors may only
collect fees to process legally-acquired deerterihdividual who provides the deer to the
processor.

e Processing charges may include:
o Field-dressing,
o Skinning and Caping,
0 Butchering, grinding, wrapping; and
0 Production of any multi-ingredient products.

e Processors are reminded that they may not recaippiocessing costs for unclaimed deer by
distributing the unclaimed meat to persons in ergkegor money. Unclaimed deer may be donated
or used by the processor for personal use. Taluigt the unclaimed meat in exchange for money
is considered a sale and is a violation of the N&ifeesources Article.

If you have additional questions or concerns ablwatguidance document please contact MD. DNR; toll
free in Maryland, at 1-877-620-8DNR (8367) weekdd&y9) a.m. to 5 p.m.



